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THE RENEWING OF OUR MINDS
by Annette Kakimoto – Assistant Pastor

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies
as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God –

this is your spiritual act of worship.
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world,

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is –

his good, pleasing and perfect will. – Romans 12:1-2 (NIV)

One of the best ways to experience the lifechanging
renewal of our minds is to daily read and reflect on
how God reveals Himself to us in His Word, the Bible.
As we learn God’s truth over the course of our lifetime,
we will continually discover how God’s ways are
always best and higher.  God says in Isaiah 55:8-9,
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are
your ways my ways,” declares the LORD.  “As the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts.”  I Corinthians 3:19a says, “For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s
sight.” We can begin to see a grander vista of reality, depth and perspective from God’s
heart, mind and will as we bring our sin-bent thinking into alignment with His wisdom.

By reading, studying, reflecting and applying God’s truth to
our everyday earthly lives, God’s Holy Spirit reshapes how
we think, discern, decide, speak and act.  Gradually, our
values, opinions and prejudices can be reshaped into what
God values and loves.  We can experience a greater wisdom
not of our own.  As God’s Word and Spirit nourishes us, He
can use us to offer biblical counsel to others, and we can be
a witness for Christ and humbly radiate God’s grace and
truth to a confused world.  That is why we at GVBC are
continually equipping and empowering you to learn firsthand

how you can spend time in God’s Word yourself and to grow together in Christian
community with others who are also living out  God’s truth and grace in the Bible.

These few photos are from the “Bread for the Journey”
Ministry, which was designed to encourage all of us to
meet the Living Word, Jesus, in His written word by
reading the Bible throughout 2015.  We invited people
to choose one of four Bible reading tracks, highlighted
the importance of fellow Companions on the Journey
with whom to share your Bible insights, and showed
how to use practical resources to overcome some
initial fears about understanding the Bible. If you have
made a commitment to grow spiritually by reading
through the four gospels in 2015 (Bible Reading Plan Track #1), or any of the other tracks,
please contact me at annette@gvbc.net so that, throughout 2015, I can be of
encouragement to you.  May we press on to intimately know our amazing God as we
cultivate the mind of Christ within us (I Corinthians 2:16)!
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BAPTISM TESTIMONIES FROM

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2014
I BAPTIZE YOU WITH WATER, BUT HE WILL BAPTIZE YOU WITH

THE HOLY SPIRIT.” — MARK 1:8

Alexis Nishimoto
My name is Alexis Nishimoto and I have accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior.
I now have a closer and deeper relationship with Christ. Growing up I would always go
to church, but I didn't fully believe in my mind. I understood what was happening and I
would participate in the classes, but I didn't really know what it meant to be a Christian.

While I was growing up I just started drifting away from God and then I stopped going.
It took me about three years to come back to church. By then I was in the seventh
grade and I really wanted to start going to church again. I felt like I missed out on so
much so I wanted to go back and try to be with God again. I just had a feeling that I
wanted to be close with God again.

When I went back, at first, I didn't really catch on to anything and I didn't know what
was really happening. Then, the year went by and I went to my first-ever GVBC
summer camp. There I met new people and I was able to open up and figure out what
I really wanted to do with my life and with my faith. Then, the year went by and it was
already winter. So, I finally went to my first winter camp. I overcame my stage fright
with my best friend and with God. In just two days of camp I overcame something with
God and I felt even closer to Him than when I started going to church again in the
seventh grade.

After camp, everything changed. In my mind I didn't think it was for the better. I lost the
house I was growing up in and I had to switch schools, meaning, I had to leave my
friends and try to make new ones on my own. Maybe in my mind, switching schools
was a horrible thing, but then I found I was wrong. It was easy to make friends and it
was a lot better than it was at my old middle school. I got better grades and I was
happier than I was at my old school. Things changed for the better and I felt like it was
God who changed things for me. He knew I was going through a lot and I was hurt. He
heard my prayers and He was willing to answer them. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says “When
someone becomes a Christian he becomes a brand new person inside. The old life
has passed away and a new life has begun!” [The Living Bible]

Danie Kuratani
My name is Danie Kuratani and I’ve accepted Christ into my life. I’ve gone to church
all my life and I’ve lived in a Christian family. But, for a lot of the time, I never really
understood what it meant to be a Christian. I used to never really talk about church at
school, most of my friends didn’t even know I went to church. I never went out of my
way to be kind. This changed in seventh grade when I went to GVBC summer camp.
Though it wasn’t my first summer camp with the church, it was the first time I really felt
God’s presence. I understood being Christian is more than just knowing about God.
It’s about spreading God’s love. Ever since then, I’ve tried my best to live a Godly life.

God has made me more self-confident. At school , now I show my friends through my
actions that I’m a Christian. Rather than avoiding conversations about religion like I
used to do, I join them readily. God has helped me realize I don’t need to worry if
people don’t like me because of my faith. I should be open and honest about what I
believe in.

One of my favorite verses is John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave his
only son, that whoever believes in him will not perish, but have eternal life.”

This verse reminds me, God loves me and because Jesus died for not just me or the
church, but for the world, I should be proud of being a Christian and show God’s love
to others.

He knew I was going through
a tough time and I was hurt.
He heard my prayers and He
was willing to answer them.

I understood that being a
Christian is more than just
knowing about God. It’s about
spreading God’s love.”
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BAPTISM TESTIMONIES CONTINUED

Mike Tsai
Good morning my family in Christ. I'll be sharing my testimony with you this morning
and I'll start by telling you who I was before Christ came into my life — selfish,
egotistical, and driven to receive love. These words would describe who I was before
Christ came into my life. I grew up in the ghetto of Wilmington and from a young age I
witnessed drug dealing, poverty, drunkenness, gang activity and the like. So, in order
to escape this reality, I would fantasize of having a lot of money and traveling all over
the world. Also, due mainly to the language barrier between me and my parents, we
had a broken relationship and so I grew up never having a clear concept of love — not
knowing what my parents even considered to be love.

Because of this, all I really wanted and pursued was someone who could fill the void,
— a person I considered the "woman of my dreams." Turning to the world for comfort,
I was a people-pleaser who wore a mask to cover the emptiness in my own heart. I
thought my value came from the attention I received. The good things I would do
would be to fill this empty space. By playing sports, racing fast cars and spending a lot
of money in order to live it up, this was the game I played. Until God decided to unplug
me from this world and hook me up to His lifeline, Jesus Christ.

He used the heartbreak of my first love to get my attention. She left me heartbroken
and feeling lost until I felt God point me to Him through my long-time friend's grandma
who was like a grandma to me. She shared the Gospel with me when I was a young
boy and now she had pointed me back to truth again. From that point, I believed in
Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior as the one who first loved me and showed it by
dying upon the cross a death which I deserved, but rising again so I could have eternal
life.

However, I still struggled to let go of the desire to be loved and so some time ago I
entered into another worldly relationship to try and fill the void which only God Himself
can fill. Due to the decision I made to dive into this relationship, God used the thing I
tried to replace Him with to show me His truth. The relationship with this person didn't
last and my mother had also passed away at the same time. Through all of this, God
opened my eyes. I understand now the importance of Matthew 22:37-38, "Jesus
replied: "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind", reminding me of the importance of loving God fully. Also, God showed I
must love fully by what I do as His Word says in 1 John 3:18 "Dear children, Let us not
love with words or speech but with actions and in truth." Today, in getting baptized I
choose to follow Jesus. He’s my Lord and the true love of my life.

From that point on, I believed
in Jesus Christ as my Lord and
Savior as the one who first
loved me and showed it by
dying upon the cross a death
which I deserved, but rising
again so I could have eternal
life.

I have been through difficult
situations and God was
always with me. He gave me
strength and peace, when
strength and peace wasn’t
there.

Dylan Uyemura
Hi, my name is Dylan Uyemura and I have accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and
Savior. I am in the ninth grade. I grew up going to different churches so I thought
accepting Christ was just the thing to do. I learned the phrase, “Jesus Christ died for
our sins.”  I didn’t know what it meant or who this person was.  I then stopped going
to church for a few years.

In fifth grade, the Kuratani’s [Mike & Mae Kuratani, Aaron & Danie] invited me to
Gardena Valley Baptist Church. I went to KidZone and Greenhouse [Middle School
Ministry] where I rededicated my life to God. I have been through difficult situations
and God was always with me. He gave me strength and peace when strength and
peace wasn’t there. I want to show others we are never alone in our sufferings. We
are never worthless because there is always someone who loves us. I am now in the
180 High School Ministry and I know who God is. I believe in the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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OUR MISSION FIELD: THAILAND WATER PROJECT MISSION
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS . . . — MATTHEW 28:19

The team, with other volunteers,
at Kew Mai Sang village

LAX ready to leave: (L
standing) Naoto Funada,
Lauren Yoshiba, Dr. Ken
Kawahara, Gerald Mayewaki;
(L kneeling) Izumi Kawasaki,
Grace Hayashi, Dr. Wayne
Tofukuji, Pastor Steve Langley

Attending church services at
the Siloam Karen Baptist Life
Dev. Center in Chiang Mai

A finished project: the latrine.

Pastor Steve Langley (kneeling
at R with hat) helping lay the
water pipes into the trench.

Doctors Ken Kawahara & Wayne Tofukuji examine the teeth of local villagers.

Digging the trench to prepare it
for the water pipes.
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER.” — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES TO THOSE WHO LOST LOVED ONES
Duane & Sheryl Yoshida and family in the passing of Duane’s mother, Kiyoko Yoshida.

BABY ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to Marcus & Jamie Sasaki in the birth of their new baby girl, Makena Lynne Mie Sasaki , who was born
on Thursday, January 8 at 1:30 p.m. Makena weighed 8 lbs. 10 oz. and she was 20.1 inches long. Proud grandparents
are Duane & Sheryl Yoshida.

Making lunch at the work site.

Grace Hayashi working on
the steep hills of Kew Mai
Sang village.

The team
receives a warm
welcome back at
LAX!  [Pastor Eiji
Osato will return
later].

THAI TEAM CONTINUED

Sharing a meal. Our American
Baptist Thailand missionary Mike
Mann is on the right.

Saying good-bye to the
Kew Mai Sang village.

Another finished project —
the water tank.



FYI EVENTS CALENDAR

CLASSES TAUGHT BY PASTOR RON MATSUDA
 OASIS postponed
 Following Christ Today postponed

HIS LITTLE FEET RETURNS TO GVBC
Sunday, January 25, 8:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. worship
services in the Community Hall. His Little Feet (HLF)
International Children’s Choir will be performing at GVBC.
The choir, comprised of 15 children, comes from two
countries: Ethiopia and India. His Little Feet travels the
United States, being the voice for orphaned and vulnerable
children worldwide. The purpose of the tour is to bring
awareness to the millions of children around the world in
need of care, as well as facilitate opportunities for
Americans to respond to the needs of children through
giving, sponsoring, going and adopting.

GREETER AND GUEST CENTER ANNUAL MEETING
Thursday, January 29, 6:00 — 8:00 p.m., room 113 (by the
kitchen). This meeting is for current greeters and those
interested in serving as greeters and/or manning the guest
center table for the first & especially second worship
services. Dinner will be provided. DEADLINE: Must RSVP at
the Guest Center by Sunday, January 25 or email Cindy
Matsuda at: cindy@gvbc.net.

~ FEBRUARY ~
JUNIOR WINTER CAMP
Friday, February 13 to Sunday, February 15, 4thand 5th

graders, Forest Home. Pick up camp registration forms from
your Sunday school leaders or the church office. Contact
Susan Wakuta, ext. 689, susan@gvbc.net.

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, February 14, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Meets every
second Saturday of the month. Refreshments served in
Room 201 after the service. Everyone welcome. For more
info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net.

PRESIDENT’S DAY NATIONAL HOLIDAY — OFFICE
CLOSED
Monday, February 16

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
Sunday, February 22, after 2nd service, Community Hall.
Lunches can be ordered from California Rice Center for
$6.00 each or bring your own [see article on page 7].

6

LOOKING FORWARD

MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL WINTER
CAMP
Friday, March 6 to Sunday, March 8, Oak Glen
Conference Center. Contact Layne Wakuta, ext. 682,
layne@gvbc.net.

DAYLIGHTS SAVINGS BEGINS=SPRING
FORWARD
Sunday, March 8

PALM SUNDAY
March 29

MAUNDY THURSDAY
April 2

GOOD FRIDAY
April 3

EASTER SUNDAY
April 5

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, April 6
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, February 4 at www.gvbc.net, “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and in the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, February 1.

GVBC COOKBOOKS ARE AVAILABLE NOW

Order your GVBC cookbook for $15 each [checks payable to GVBC with “Cookbook” in
subject line]. Proceeds go to the “Pipe Organ Repair” fund. The first printing of the
cookbook was in 1966 and proceeds were used to purchase the organ!  The cookbooks
are available after the worship services from the Narthex.

Announcements

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETINGANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
Sunday, February 22

Community Hall
12:30 pm

Some highlights of the meeting are:
 2015 church vision
 Appreciate our out-going Board Members
 Review 2014 Annual Report

Bring your own lunch or purchase a delicious box lunch from
California Rice Company – includes rice, salmon & chicken for $6.

Turn in registration and monies in the offering bag or give to Jan
Magnani at the Narthex Counter or in the office.

DEADLINE:  MUST turn in by Sunday, February 15.

2015 OFFERING ENVELOPES

Be sure to pick up your offering envelop from the Narthex counter.
If you donate online, you will not have a box. For those who do not
have numbered offering envelopes and would like a box, please
sign up for one on the tablet by the boxes or call the office.



┌ ┐

Gardena Valley Baptist Church
1630 W. 158th Street
Gardena, CA  90247-3712

Phone (310) 323-5683
Website www.gvbc.net
E-mail gvbc@gvbc.net
Twitter http://twitter.com/gvbc

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor [on leave-of-absence]
BRAD TOY Interim Director of College
LAYNE WAKUTA Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

AUBREY MATSUNAMI Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

GVBC Staff
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English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25
Both services in the Community Hall
“His Little Feet” Performance

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1/COMMUNION
Daniel and the Babylonians ~ Daniel 6:26-27

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8
Jonah and the Ninevites ~ Jonah 4:11

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15
Jesus and the Samaritans ~ John 4:42

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22
Peter, Paul, and the Gentiles ~ Acts 10:34-35

The Spirit


